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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

HELD ON 10" NOVEMBER 2004 AT 7.30 p.m. AT THE PAVILION, MANOR FIELD

Present: Clir Mr A Barnett (Chairman)

Clir Mr J Gaywood (arrived at 7.55 p.m.)
ClIr Mrs A Oxtoby

Clir Mr V Sewell

Cllir Mrs M Solman

Cllir Mr A Tremain

Mr A Gray (Hartley De Sales FC)

In Attendance: Mrs J Hoad (Clerk)

1.

Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Clir Mr C Ward and Mr T Wade (Meopham CC).

Minutes of the last meeting

RESOLVED: That, the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Open
Spaces Committee held on 29" September 2004 be approved and signed as a
correct record.

Declarations of Interest

Clir Mr A Tremain declared a personal interest under minute item 12, on matters relating
to Gorse Wood as his private residence adjoins the wood.

Clir Mr A Barnett declared a personal interest under minute item 10 (a), on matters
relating to the purchase of a new noticeboard at the allotments, as he is an allotment
holder.

Cllr Mr J Gaywood declared a personal interest under minute item 15, on matters
relating the purchase of a new bench to be fitted on Hartley Green, as his private
residence overlooks Hartley Green.

Cllr Mrs A Oxtoby declared a personal interest under minute item 16 on matters relating
the application to designate part of Hartley Wood as a Village Green as her private
residence adjoins the wood.

Football at Manor Field

Hartley De Sales FC reported that the quality of the line marking had been, so far, been
very good and that the two weekly marking schedule appeared to be entirely
satisfactory. The grass was long in places, but the football club appreciated the
difficulties of getting large grass cutting equipment onto the field whilst the ground is so
wet. It was also reported that worm casts had once again started to appear but the
current situation was tolerable. Generally the football club was very pleased with the
facilities at Manor Field and thanked the Parish Council for all its assistance.

Mr Gray left the meeting at 7.46 p.m.

Cricket at Manor Field

There was nothing to report from New Ash Green and Hartley Cricket Club. Hextable
Cricket Club’s AGM will take place on 5" December 2004.
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Cricket at Longfield Hill

The Clerk read a report from Meopham Cricket Club. The cricket square had been
prepared in readiness for next season and that there had been a 90% success rate with
the reseeding of the square.

Financial Statement

The Committee considered a summary of receipts and paxments for the allotments,
Council’s open spaces and Manor Field Pavilion as at 4" November 2004. The
Committee was satisfied that with careful monitoring projected expenditure to the end of
the year would be within budget.

RESOLVED: That, the summary of receipts and payments indicating the net
position of the Council’s allotments, open spaces and Manor Field Pavilion as at
4™ November 2004 be received and noted, as set out in appendix 1 attached to
these minutes.

Clir Mr J Gaywood arrived at 7.55 p.m.
Manor Field and the Pavilion

(a) Asbestos Survey

The Committee noted that Regulation 4 of the Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations
2002 came into force on 21% May 2004 and places an explicit duty on property
managers to ensure that a suitable and sufficient assessment is carried out to manage
asbestos containing materials in non domestic premises. It is now illegal to use
asbestos in the construction or refurbishment of any premises and due to the age of the
Pavilion, it is extremely unlikely that any asbestos was used during its construction.

The Committee considered quotations from three suitably qualified consultants to
undertake a type 2 sampling survey.

RESOLVED: That, the quotation from Future Green Planet dated 29™
September 2004 for the sum of £500 plus VAT, to carry out a type Il (standard
sampling and risk assessment as defined by the Health and Safety guidance
MDHS100) asbestos survey be accepted, subject to the consultant being in
agreement with an alteration to the terms of payment, so that payment will be
made by the Council within 28 days of receipt of the final report.

(b) Line marking

The Committee considered a report on the difficulties experienced by the line marking
contractor at the start of the season and the cost of marking out the pitches on a weekly
basis. In view of the comments expressed by the football club earlier in the meeting, the
Committee considered weekly markings to be unnecessary at this particular time, but
agreed that ground conditions may deteriorate further into the season and therefore at
such time, it may be necessary to carry out additional marking outs.

RESOLVED: That, the current arrangements for marking out the pitches on
a two weekly basis be continued, but the Clerk be given the authority to make
arrangements for additional marking out, if deemed necessary.

(c) Electrics

It was reported that the additional double socket outlet in the cupboard will be fitted on
16" November 2004. The electrical contractor has been asked to investigate the
defective PIR unit over the entrance door and carry out the necessary remedial work.

RESOLVED: That, the report be noted and the Clerk’s actions be confirmed.
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Health and Safety

The Committee considered the playground visual inspection reports undertaken on a
weekly basis from 6™ August to 28" October 2004 and noted that there were a number
of outstanding defects; fence at Chantry Avenue, vandalised springer units at Chantry
Avenue.

The Clerk reported that the defective fence referred to the close boarded fence between
the recreation ground and the neighbouring property, The Bramleys, which had been the
subject of a dispute over responsibility for its repair and future maintenance. At the
previous meeting it had been reported that the land owner at The Bramleys had affected
a number of repairs to the fence and this being the case, the Council had agreed, as a
gesture of goodwill and without prejudice, to replace two complete sections of fence and
repair a further three, subject to the adjoining landowner agreeing that the Council is not
responsible for its future maintenance. The Council is awaiting confirmation from the
landowner that he agrees with these terms, before placing the order to carry out the
works.

The Council had received a quotation to effect repairs to the two vandalised springer
units located at Chantry Avenue.

RESOLVED: That, the playground visual inspection reports undertaken
between 6" August and 28" October 2004 be noted.

Notice boards

The Committee considered a quotation to replace two notice boards, one at the
allotments and one at Longfield Hill recreation ground. The Committee was of the
opinion that the notice board located at Longfield Hill, which has been vandalised, would
benefit from some additional protection be means of placing a perspex cover over the
face of the noticeboard.

RESOLVED: That, the quotations from Mr Glidewell dated 18" October 2004
for (1) supply and fit % inch external plywood sign board, 4 x 2 feet with moulded
frame, four coats of paint and sign written as instructed, supply and concrete in 2
new 3 x 3 inch treated posts and fix sign at Woodland Avenue allotment site for
the sum of £200.00 be accepted and, (2) supply ¥ inch external plywood sign
board, 3 x 3 feet with moulded frame, paint and sign write as (1) before, plus
laminated byelaws glued to surface, treat existing posts and install sign for the
sum of £95.00 at Longfield Hill be accepted, and (3) a sum of upto £50.00 be
authorised to supply and fit a new perspex cover to the face of the noticeboard at
Longfield Hill recreation ground.

Playgrounds

(&) The Committee considered an updated report on what action had been taken since
the last meeting following a safety inspection report undertaken by RoSPA on 16" July
2004. It was reported that due to personal reasons Mr Munday had not been able to
undertake the work or provide the quotations for certain remedial work as requested. In
view of the nature of the repairs required, the Committee considered it may be
necessary to seek alternative assistance from an alternative contractor.

RESOLVED: That, the report be noted and alternative quotations be sought
for general repairs and maintenance to the play equipment, as set out in the
report attached as appendix 2 to these minutes.

(b) The Committee considered a quotation from RSS Ltd to replace the two springer
units located in Chantry Avenue playground.

RECOMMENDED: That, the quotation from RSS Ltd dated 22" October
2004 to supply and fit, 1 no MEHO polythene frog springer top and 1 no
replacement MEHO motorbike springer top, including labour and carriage for the
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total sum of £1,008 plus VAT be accepted and that the expenditure be met from
the Council’s revenue reserve.

(c) The Committee considered a report on the vandalised swing seat at Woodland
Avenue playground. Mr Munday has been requested to purchase and fit a replacement
swing seat.

RESOLVED: That, the report be noted and the Clerk’s actions confirmed.

Gorse Wood

(&) The Committee considered a quotation received in respect of pollarding an Ash Tree
to a height of 5 metres and felling 5 no Cherry saplings. The quotation was invited in
response to a letter from the owner of the property known as Heathfield complaining
about branches overhanging his property from Gorse Wood. He also suggested that the
trees may benefit from some “judicious management”.

The Committee considered the matter at some length and suggested that the Council
may wish to consider drafting a policy in respect of the management of its trees. The
Committee was reminded that KAPC had in the past provided advice on overhanging
branches, particularly in respect of the nuisance they may cause.

RESOLVED: That, the matter be deferred pending circulation, to each
member of the Committee, of the KAPC advice in respect of overhanging
branches.

(b) The Committee noted that the rubbish and holes formed to create a BMX track have
been removed, but the youth are once again making efforts to reform the track.

RESOLVED: That, arrangements be made for the holes created in the
footpath to form a BMX track to be filled in.

Rectory Meadow

It was reported that due to poor support from local residents, the Sunday volunteer work
days organised by the North West Kent Country Side Project (NWKCP) have been
stopped. The NWKCP intend to program the required work days into their own midweek
program and so utilise their regular volunteers.

The Committee was advised that a meeting will be held with the NWKCP to consider
employing a different grass cutting regime at Rectory Meadow, with a view to using a
forage harvester to cut and collect the grass which will then be removed from the site,
thus reducing any fire risk.

Currently the Council submits a claim under the Countryside Stewardship Scheme for
educational visits to the meadow that have taken place throughout the year and the
Sunday volunteer works days, attended by local residents, are considered to be
educational visits, as the Project Leaders set aside part of their time for this purpose. If
the Sunday volunteers’ days do not take place, this means the Council will not be able to
submit an annual claim for educational visits, which equates to loss in grant revenue of
£500.

RESOLVED: That, the budgeted expenditure for Rectory Meadow for the
year 2005/06 be increased from £1,300 to £1,800 and the revised budget be
referred to the Finance and General Purposes Committee for consideration.

Chantry Avenue

As a result of a complaint from residents at 64 Chantry Avenue over loss of light to their
rear garden allegedly caused by the trees, the Committee had sought advice and
guotations from two trees surgeons.
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Advice received from Above the Canopy stated that “the trees would be damaged if a
reduction or a pollard were to be undertaken at this stage. Such work would be
unnecessary and could reduce the longevity of the trees. The trees would be mutilated
and re-grow with poor form and unsightly silhouettes. The wounds imposed would be
potential entry points for wood decaying fungi.”

However, Above the Canopy further advised that should a decision be made to carry out
the works to the trees, then they would recommend the following course of action.
Crown thin by approximately 20%, remove any significant basal growth and epicormic
trunk growth upto the first main fork. Carefully section fell adjacent wild cherry to a
workable ground level and cut the stump flat in the same plane as the surrounding
ground. Stump to be treated with Root Out to prevent regeneration. The total cost of
the work would be £250 inclusive of VAT.

The Committee considered an alternative quotation from Austin Treework to pollard 3 no
horse chestnut trees to a height of 4 metre and remove and dispose of arisings for the
sum of £220 plus VAT.

RESOLVED: That the quotation from Above the Canopy dated 30"
September 2004 to carry out work to the trees as set above for the sum of
£250.00 inclusive of VAT be accepted.

Hartley Green

The Committee was informed that the order for the bench had been placed.
Hartley Wood

The Committee was informed that 6 affidavits have been completed and witnessed.

RESOLVED: That, an application to register part of Hartley Wood as a
Village Green be completed and submitted to Kent County Council.

Woodland Avenue

The Committee was informed that the timber gate post adjacent to the kissing gate at
the south end of the playing field is defective and is fouling the opening of the gate. Mr
Munday has been requested to investigate and undertake the necessary repairs.

RESOLVED: That, the report be noted and the Clerk’s actions confirmed.
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 26™ January 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
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APPENDIX 1
Hartley Parish Council
Summary of Receipts and Payments
Amenities and Open Spaces
Receipts Payments Net Position
Underspend (+)
Estimated Actual Estimated Actual /Overspend (-)
350.00 235.73 600.00 415.76 69.97
1,560.00 2,008.04 23,750.00 17,351.48 6,846.56
1,000.00 789.25 6,250.00 3,688.96 2,350.29
2,910.00 3,033.02 30,600.00 21,456.20 9,266.82
52,668.47 60,190.35
2,097.15 3,463.21
54,765.62 63,653.56
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APPENDIX 2

Site Equipment RoSPA comment Risk Action required Action taken
allocated
by
RoSPA
Chantry Litter bins Require emptying None Ongoing Ongoing
Avenue
Seat Reinstate to front None Monitor None
Cleanliness Remove glass bottles None Ongoing Ongoing
Fencing Knock in sharp lower ralil None None — could not be None
strap corners and bolts located
Gate (1) Entrapment on side of Medium | Seek quotation frem-Mr | Advice & quotation requested from Mr
gate - Adjust gate/posts/fit Munday- Munday 15/09/04.
new rubber buffer to ensure a Seek alternative quotation
spacing of at least 12 mm
throughout the range of the Met Park Leisure on site 19/10/04 to
gate to remove the finger inspect gate — await quotation to
entrapment screw back metal gate post to fence
post & spot weld mesh to gate frame
(2) Entrapment within control | Low Seek advice from Mr Seek alternative advice
bar Munday
Basketball net Net board too low (should be | None Monitor None
3m)
Cradle seat swing Dry bearings - Treat with oil, | None Instruct Mr Munday to Mr Munday requested to undertake
grease or silicon spray undertake work work 15/09/04.
according to suppliers Seek alternative quotation
instructions
Cradle seat swing Surface lifting — Re glue and | Low Seek advice and Letter sent to Park Leisure 15/09/04

fill gaps and joints as
necessary

quotations from
specialist

requesting site meeting to discuss.
Met Park Leisure on site 19/10/04 to
inspect surface — minimal lifting —
continue to monitor
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Met Abacus on site 26/10/04 to
inspect surface — minimal lifting —
continue to monitor

Chantry Av Junior seat swing Dry bearings - Treat with oil, | None Instruct Mr Munday to Mr Munday requested to undertake
cont’d grease or silicon spray undertake work work 15/09/04.
according to suppliers Seek alternative quotation
instructions
Junior seat swing Some chain wear — monitor None Monitor None
for further deterioration and
replace at 40% wear. Check
at next annual inspection
Junior seat swing Insufficient protective Low Monitor None
surfacing has been provided
to meet the
recommendations of EN1176
Junior seat swing Surface lifting — Re glue and | Medium | Seek advice and Letter sent to Park Leisure 15/09/04
fill gaps and joints as guotations from requesting site meeting to discuss.
necessary specialist Met Park Leisure on site 19/10/04 to
inspect surface — await quotation for
renewal
Met Abacus on site 26/10/04 — await
quotation to renew red insert below
swing.
Padlock swing to prevent use
26/10/04
Slide Treads do not meet width Low Monitor None
requirements of EN1176
Slide Spacing between barrier bars | Low Monitor None
is in excess of 89mm
EN1176
Slide Surface lifting at edge None Monitor None

Met Park Leisure on site 19/10/04 to
inspect surface — minimal lifting at
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edge — continue to monitor

Met Abacus on site 26/10/04 to
inspect surface — minimal lifting at
edge — continue to monitor

Chantry Av
cont'd

Motorbike spring

Secure loose hand grip

Low

Grip has been further
vandalised since report
— seek quotation for
repair

Letter sent to Park Leisure 15/09/04
requesting site visit to discuss. Email
sent to MEHO re obtaining
replacement parts 15/09/04. RSS
Ltd only local stockists of MEHO play
equipment.

Quotations returned from Park
Leisure and RSS Ltd to be
considered at next A & OS Committee
on 10/10/04

Warning notice placed on equipment
30/9/04 “Do not use”

Motorbike spring

Safety surface fails EN1176
as hard edging/foundation is
within impact area

Low

Monitor

None

Chantry Av
cont'd

Frog spring

Tighten loose bolts, smooth
rough edges

None

Unit has been further
vandalised — seek
quotation for
replacement

Mr Munday has been asked to file off
rough edges to vandalised seat
9/9/04. Complete.

Letter sent to Park Leisure 15/09/04
requesting site meeting to discuss.
Email sent to MEHO 15/09/04 re
obtaining replacement parts.

RSS Ltd only local stockists of MEHO
play equipment.

Quotations returned from Park
Leisure and RSS Ltd to be
considered at next A & OS Committee
on 10/10/04

Warning notice placed on equipment
30/9/04 “Do not use”
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Frog spring Safety surface fails EN1176 Low Monitor None
as hard edging/foundation is
within impact area
Roundabout Under board to platform Low Seek advice from Letter sent to Park Leisure 15/09/04
requires re-fixing specialist contractor requesting site meeting to discuss.
Met Park Leisure on site 19/10/04 —
awaiting quotation to repair/replace
under board to platform
Seek quotation from RSS Ltd
Roundabout Insufficient protective Low Monitor None. Inspected on 19/10/04 with
surfacing has been provided Park Leisure and on 26/10/04 with
to meet recommendations of Abacus
EN1176
2 x goals Reinstate eroded ground None Seek-quotation-to-re- Quetation-requested-from-Mr-Munday-
turf-gealmouths- 15/09/04-
Monitor No further action
Basketball post Net/board should be 3m None Monitor None
Woodland Pathways Reinstate at gates None Seek quotation to turf Quotation requested from Mr Munday
Avenue around 1 no access 15/09/04.

gate and apply
herbicide to tarmac
path

Seek alternative quotation
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Signs Recommend signage fixed to | None Seek clarification from | Letter sent to ROSPA requesting
fence/gate of play area RoSPA over wording details of signage required 15/09/04.
on sign Advice received 22/10/04 — Dog ban
and ownership signs recommended,
plus curfew time at ground if
enforceable, plus age range, i.e. 5-12
years.
Seek quotation to sign write (as
above)

Cleanliness Considerable litter on site None Monitor Ongoing (litter removed under routine
maintenance contract)

Road signs Recommended None Install warning signs Letter written to SDC 25/3/03
requesting road warning signs. Signs
erected last year.

Surface Infill gaps in tarmac at edge Low Monitor None

of bitmac
Level up edgings at edge of Medium Seek quotation to lay Quotation requested from Mr Munday
bitmac topsoil on grass at 15/09/04.
tarmac edge Seek alternative quotation
Planting Cut back from gate adjacent | None Instruct Mr Munday to Quotation requested from Mr Munday
to ball wall ensure trees cut back 15/09/04.
from kissing gate Seek alternative quotation
Cut back bushes from fence | None Monitor None
Roundabout Clearance between the Low Request Park Leisure Letter sent to Park Leisure 15/09/04

underside of the roundabout
and the surface is incorrect
(EN1176). Re install
roundabout or raise
surfacing. Recommended
height 60-110 mm for 300
mm from edge

carry out necessary
work to ensure
clearance complies
with EN1176

requesting written confirmation that
the work has been carried out and
now complies with EN1176.

Letter dated 27th October 2004 from
Park Leisure confirming they have
inspected roundabout and it does
comply with clearance requirements
of BSN1176.
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Avenue cont'd
Roundabout Some bearing movement . None Monitor None
Monitor and check at next
annual inspection
Slide Treads do not comply with Low Monitor None
width requirements of
EN1176
Slide Supports are within Low Monitor None
falling/free space area
Slide Access fails entrapment Low Monitor None
requirements
Slide Toggle entrapment between | Low Monitor None
slide and guard
Slide Decay to slide support bars None Monitor None
Slide Insufficient protective Low Tiles have been None
surfacing has been provided replaced with wet pour
to meet recommendations of safety surface since the
EN1176 date of the report.
Slide Uneven tiles area Low Tiles have been None
replaced with wet pour
safety surface since the
date of the report.
Junior swings Remove excess chains None Instruct Mr Munday to Quotation requested from Mr Munday
cut off excess chain 15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation
Junior swings Loose swing seat eye bolts - | Low Instruct Mr Munday to Quotation requested from Mr Munday
Tighten connecting nuts tighten nuts 15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation
Woodland Junior swings Insufficient protective Low Tiles to be replaced Seek quotations for work to be
Avenue cont'd surfacing has been provided with new wet pour undertaken during 2005/06
to meet the requirements of during 2005/06
EN1176
Junior swings Tiles uneven Low Tiles to be replaced Seek quotations for work to be
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with new wet pour
during 2005/06

undertaken during 2005/06

Junior swings Surface lifting — Re glue and | Medium | Tiles to be replaced Seek quotations for work to be
fill gaps and joints as with new wet pour undertaken during 2005/06
necessary during 2005/06
Ball wall Warning notice to be fitted None Seek quotation to Stock Signs contacted 16/09/04 to
“Do not climb on the supply and fix sign arrange a free site visit to advise on
equipment and do not hang type of sign & fixing method. Awaiting
on the ring” contact re date.
Stock Sign quoted £33.17 plus VAT
& delivery (£6.45) to supply 600 x 450
mm aluminium sign predrilled. Sign
to be fix to weld mesh using thread
wire.
Order sign
Ball wall Sweep stones off carpet, None Seek advice on weed Ongoing (surface kept clear under
remove weeds removal from carpet routine maintenance contract)
Goal posts Reinstate eroded area None Seek quotation to turf Quotation requested from Mr Munday
goal mouths 15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation
Warning sign to be fitted to all | None Seek quotation to Stock Signs contacted 16/09/04 to

sports equipment “Do not
climb on the equipment”

supply and fix sign

arrange a free site visit to advise on
type of sign & fixing method. Awaiting
contact re date.

Stock Sign suggest vinyl self
adhesive sign 100 mm wide x 300
mm deep to be fitted to each uptight
at a cost of £2.67 each plus VAT and
delivery (£6.45).

Order signs for 4 no uprights
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Manor Road Litter bin Replace top None Ask SDC to replace top | Email sent to Richard Wells of SDC
requesting confirmation of action to
be taken 15/09/04. R Wells has
confirmed he will investigate 28/09/04

Ditto RoSPA recommends litter None Inform SDC Email sent to Richard Wells of SDC
bins should not be closer requesting confirmation of action to
than 2 m from seats and be taken 15/09/04.
gates Bin removed exposing bolts — request
action to make safe
Seats Remove rough edges None Seek quotation Quotation requested from Mr Munday
15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation
Ditto Replace missing frame caps | None Monitor None
Road signs Recommended None Install warning road Letter written to SDC 25/3/03
signs requesting road warning signs.
Signs have been erected on the
southbound approach but not the
northbound. Dartford BC written to
again 16/09/04 to request urgent
action.
Manor Road Swings Movement clash Low Monitor None
cont'd
Other hazards Monitor conflict between play | None Monitor None
arealcricket pitch/stray balls
Paths Tree roots and concrete None Lay wood chips on Quotation requested from Mr Munday
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present trip hazard from road

surface

for spreading of woodchips 15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation

Junior swings Remove excess chain None Instruct Mr Munday to Quotation requested from Mr Munday
cut off excess chains 15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation
Slide Treads do not comply with Low Monitor None
width requirements of
EN1176
Ditto Access fails entrapment Low Monitor None
Ditto Supports are within falling Low Monitor None
free space area
Ditto Toggle entrapment between | Low Monitor None
slide guard
Ditto Radius corners of projecting | Low Monitor None
lugs and brackets
Slide Build up ground levels to Medium | Seek quotation to lay Quotation requested from Mr Munday
remove trip hazard topsoil at edges 15/09/04.
Seek alternative quotation
No timber edging has been None Monitor None

used around safer surfacing
tiles. Edging recommended




