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What is a  

Parish Council?                

Hartley Parish Council 
The Parish Council Office 

Hartley Library 
Ash Road 
Hartley 

Longfield 
Kent 

DA3 8EL 
Tel/fax 01474 709441 

Email: mail@hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
Website:www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk     

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk
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What is a Parish Council? 

A Par ish Council is t he t ier of local gover nment closest t o t he 
people. A Par ish Council r epr esent s t he concer ns of t he local 
communit y. I t is an elect ed body made up of local people 
representing the interests of the community. 

Hart ley Par ish Council has 13 member s who t r y t o ensur e t hat 
the views of residents are expressed and taken into account by 
t he var ious aut hor it ies, agencies and or ganisat ions t hat make 
t he legislat ion and t ake t he decisions on ser vices and issues 
affecting the community. 

Your Par ish Councillor s ar e: Mr Lar r y Abr aham (Vice-
Chairman), Mr Chr is Alf or d,  Mr Roger Bur chell, Mr s J ane 
Bur ns,  Mr Rober t Coat es, Mr s Penny Cole,  Mr s Valer ie 
Fer nley, Mr Laur ence Glander ,  Mr David Gr aeme, Mr Michael 
Horwood,  Mr s Anne Oxtoby (Chair man),  Mr Br ian Ramsay and 
Mr Vince Sewell. 

Should you wish t o cont act any of t he Councillor s, you may do 
so via the Clerk at the Parish Office. 

What does it do? 

The Par ish Council is r esponsible f or Har t ley s open spaces, 
playgr ounds and t he Bur ial Gr ound & Gar dens of Remembr ance. 
The Par ish Council also r esponds t o and comment s on planning 
applicat ions, st r uct ur e plans and gover nment discussion 
document s. I t is also involved in cr ime pr event ion measur es and 
any init iat ives t hat will impr ove t he qualit y of lif e of it s 
residents. 

The Council s Commit t ees ar e: Amenit ies & Open Spaces, Bur ial 
Gr ounds & Gar dens of Remembr ance, Finance, General 
Purposes, Personnel and Planning. Det ails of meet ings ar e 
displayed on t he Par ish Council s not ice boar ds and on t he 
website. All Committee meetings are open to the public. 
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When does the Council hold its meetings and can I attend? 

The Par ish Council meet s on t he second Monday of each mont h 
(wit h t he except ion of August ) at 7.30p.m. at t he Pavilion, 
Manor Field. 

Resident s ar e encour aged t o at t end Council meet ings, and 
not ice of t he Par ish Council and Commit t ee meet ings ar e 
displayed on t he Council s not ice boar ds locat ed at Har t ley 
Libr ar y, Hoselands Gr een and All Saint s Chur ch. Det ails ar e 
also posted on the Par ish Council s websit e. 

I n addit ion t o t he Par ish Council and Commit t ee meet ings, 
t her e is an Annual Par ish Meet ing which is usually held in May. 
Again, residents are encouraged to attend. 

How does the Parish Council communicate with residents? 

The Par ish Council pr oduces a quar t er ly newslet t er which is 
deliver ed t o ever y household in Har t ley. An Annual Repor t is 
produced in May of each year, outlining the work undertaken by 
t he Council and each Commit t ee, t his is deliver ed t o each 
household by 30t h J une each year . The Annual Repor t also 
includes a summar y of t he Council s account s f or t he year . Bot h 
t he Annual Repor t and t he newslet t er can be viewed on t he 
Council s websit e and copies ar e also available f r om Har t ley 
Library.  

The Par ish Council s bi-monthly Sur ger ies have been 
t empor ar ily suspended, as t hey have become incr easingly 
poor ly at t ended by r esident s. However , should you have any 
issues t hat you would like t o discuss, Councillor s will be happy 
t o meet wit h you by pr ior ar r angement . To ar r ange an 
appointment please contact the Clerk at the Parish Office.                                                                                        
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