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Chairmans Report

Dear Resident,

I have much pleasure in presenting you with a brief report on the work undertaken
by t he Par ish Council dur ing t he past year , highlight ing some of t he maj or issues.

The Planning Commit t ee cont inues t o be busy in it s consider at ions of all local
planning applicat ions submit t ed t o t he Dist r ict Council dur ing t he year , and in t he
main successf ully oppose many of t hose applicat ions which it consider s t o be
inappr opr iat e and t her ef or e not in t he public int er est .

The Council devotes much interest in its amenities (Manor Field, Rectory Meadow,
Nor t hf ield et c.) in or der t o give t he best possible value f or yout h, spor t ing and
other outdoor activities.

A new Bur ial Gr ound on Manor Field is st ill ver y much on t he car ds.  Legal
proceedings are on-going due to the restrictive covenants applying to Manor Field,
but it is hoped t hat t his mat t er will come t o a successf ul conclusion t his year .  

The f r eehold of t he Women s I nst it ut e pr emises is in t he pr ocess of being
transferred to the Parish Council, and should become a much valued venue for many
act ivit ies t o be or ganised by t he Par ish Council. I t is hoped t hat t his f acilit y will
be up and r unning by next year .

An applicat ion f or Village Gr een st at us f or Har t ley Wood has been lodged wit h
KCC, which, if successf ul, would give Har t ley r esident s per manent access t o t he
area. This application has been opposed by the owners, Southwark Borough Council,
and t he out come will be decided at a local public inquir y. 

Please r ead t he f ollowing Commit t ee Chair men s r epor t s, which out line in mor e
det ail t he wor k under t aken by each Commit t ee. I f you have any comment s, please
contact the Parish Clerk.

May I once again record my thanks to the Clerk and her assistant, and to all of the
Councillor s, f or t heir excellent wor k dur ing t he year .

Councillor James Gaywood 
Chairman of the Council .



Amenit ies and Open Spaces Commit tee

We are extremely fortunate in Hartley to be surrounded by beautiful countryside
of which a lar ge amount is easily accessible.  The Par ish Council owns or leases
some of the land on the perimeter of the village, such as Rectory Meadow,  Hartley
Wood and Nor t hf ield, most of t hem being int er connect ed by r egist er ed
f oot pat hs, which means  t hat  you can vir t ually walk ar ound t he out skir t s of
Hartley in this manner. Within the village envelope there are open spaces for sport
and r ecr eat ion, i.e. Manor Field, Longf ield Hill, Billings Hill Shaw et c.  I n addit ion
there are three playgrounds at Woodland Av, Chantry Av and Longfield Hill.  Three
clubs pr ovide spor t ing oppor t unit ies f or t he yout h namely Har t ley De Sales
Foot ball Club, N.A.G and Har t ley Cr icket Club, bot h of whom ar e based at Manor
Field and  Meopham Cricket Club at Longfield Hill, the latter use the ground  mainly
f or t heir r ange of Colt s sides, coupled wit h t heir coaching exper t ise which is
second t o none. All t hr ee clubs would welcome new member s wit h open ar ms,
cont act t he Cler k at t he Par ish Of f ice f or advice.
Owner ship of woodland t hese days car r ies a lot of r esponsibilit ies, gone ar e t he
days when you could let t he wood look af t er it self nat ur ally. We now have t o do a
Quant if ied Risk Assessment of all t r ees, t he r isk being gr eat est wher e t her e is
most public use such as footpaths. Various grades of risk are then quantified with
t he appr opr iat e r emedial act ion needed. Tr ee sur geons do not come cheap
however, but action has to be taken in order to get public liability insurance in this
age of litigious society

Members of t he Commit tee: Councillor s; A Bar net t (Chair man) Mr s P Cole, 
* J Gaywood, D Gr aeme, S Gr anger , * M Har r is, Mr s A Oxt oby and V Sewell 
*ex officio

Northfield

Fear s of a clash bet ween hor se r ider s and dog walker s when t he per mit t ed hor se
r iding r out e was opened in t he spr ing of 2007 never mat er ialised. Alt hough t her e
wer e some unf or t unat e cases of sabot age on t he r out e of t he pr oposed pat h
initially, once it became apparent that the two pastimes could exist in harmony, the
r est of t he year passed wit hout incident .
Long t er m cont r act s f or t he cut t ing of t he meadow f or hay or silage have been
signed wit h a local f ar mer .  Saf eguar ds ensur e t hat t he cut t ing will be done at
t imes wit hin t he guidelines r ecommended by DEFRA and t he RSPB, when t he
skylar ks have f inished nest ing and t he f ledglings have f lown.
Barnetts Wood, now into its sixth year, has undergone the first stage of formative
pr uning wit h par t icular emphasis on t he 2000 or so Oaks.   Cut t ing out of
r egener at ed t r ees which has over t aken t he or iginal plant ing in cer t ain ar eas, will
also be par t of t his year s maint enance.



We have been successf ul in obt aining gr ant s under t he Single Payment s Scheme,
which is a subsidy r eplacing t he exist ing f ar m subsidies, paid on a gr adually
increasing percentage basis over a seven year period.  In addition a grant  of £788
annually, which is f ixed and payable if you t ick all t he boxes r egar ding t he
maint enance of your land in an envir onment ally f r iendly manner .  Fur t her t o t he
above we hope t o achieve Or ganic st at us f or t he meadow which comes wit h a
subst ant ial gr ant but ver y st r ict guidelines including no chemical f er t iliser or
herbicides.
Dur ing t he last 50 year s 97% of t he hay and wild f lower meadows have been lost
in t he UK, t he r emaining ar e usually less t han 10 hect ar es wit h t he aver age being
2 hectares. Northfield has 19 hectares of meadow, 2 hectares of which have been
sown wit h wild f lower s. I deas of how t o pr omot e wild f lower s in t he r emaining 14
hect ar es ar e ongoing at t he moment .

Members of Nort hf ield Management Commit tee: Councillor s; * J Gaywood, 
A Barnett, Mrs A Oxtoby and three members from Ash-cum-Ridley Parish Council 
*ex officio

Finance and General Purposes Commit tee

The Commit t ee closely monit or s t he Par ish Council s expendit ur e and is r esponsible
t o t he Council f or ensur ing t hat it s account s ar e pr oper ly pr epar ed in accor dance
wit h st r ict audit r ules. The Council s account s f or 2006/ 07 wer e appr oved by t he
appoint ed int er nal audit or and appr oved by t he Commit t ee in May 2007, and t hen
made available f or public inspect ion bef or e being submit t ed t o t he nat ional Audit
Commission f or appr oval. The Commission examines t he account s t o ensur e t hat
expendit ur e has been made cor r ect ly, and in accor dance wit h t he Council s legal
power s. The Council s account s ar e set out in t he Annual Repor t and will be available
at t he Annual Par ish Meet ing on 16t h May 2008. Because a member of t he public
challenged some det ails of t he Council s expendit ur e, and chose t o wr it e dir ect ly
t o t he Audit Commissioner , inst ead of t he Par ish Cler k, t he Council will incur
f ur t her cost due t o ext r a audit f ees.
Dur ing t he past year t he Commit t ee r eviewed t he I nt er nal Audit or s pr ocedur e,
and r ecommended t o Council t hat t hey be appr oved.
I n November t he Commit t ee r eviewed t he Council s expendit ur e plans f or t he
f inancial year 2008/ 09 and r ecommended an incr ease of £ 4000 t o cover t he
effects of inflation. This is a yearly increase for a Band D household of 97p (1.87p
per week), f r om a year ly char ge of £ 37.84 t o £ 38.81, an incr ease of 2.56%. This
compar es t o t he R.P.I of 4.1%.

Members of the Commit t ee: Councillor s; L Abr aham, C Alf or d, A Bar net t , 
Mrs J Burns, Mrs P Cole, *J Gaywood, *M Harris, B Ramsay (Chairman) and V Sewell
*ex officio



Planning Committee

Meet ings  The Par ish is consult ed by Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council on all planning
applicat ions f or development wit hin t he par ish, as well as maj or applicat ions
out side t he ar ea which ar e likely t o have an impact wit hin t he Par ish. The Par ish
has t o submit it s comment s wit hin a shor t t imescale, and t her ef or e t he Planning
Commit t ee meet s ever y ot her week, usually on a Wednesday mor ning, commencing
at 10.00a.m. at Har t ley Libr ar y, Ash Road. The meet ings ar e usually pr eceded by
sit e visit s as deemed necessar y by t he Chair man.

Resident s Views  Notice of the meetings are displayed on the Parish notice board
outside the library. Residents are welcome to attend the meetings and will be given
an oppor t unit y t o expr ess t heir views bef or e t he Commit t ee r eaches it s decision.
I f an applicat ion af f ect s a r esident t hey can wr it e t o Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council
with their views. It is also helpful if a copy of the letter is also sent to the Parish
Office.

Applicat ions  Bet ween Apr il 2007 and Febr uar y 2008, t he Par ish Council has
given its views on 93 applications; objections were raised on 19 applications with no
obj ect ions being r aised on 74 applicat ions. The Dist r ict Council gave a decision
cont r ar y t o t he Par ish Council s views on 11 applicat ions. Of t hese 11 applicat ions,
5 wer e Sevenoaks Council s Development Cont r ol Commit t ee decisions and 6 wer e
delegated decisions.

Appeals  The r esult s of planning appeals r eceived ar e as f ollows:

Appeals Dismissed: Mar k House, Ash Road; The Br iar s, Manor Dr ive; Per ivale,
Chur ch Road; The Laur els, Woodland Avenue and Land t o t he r ear of 47,
Springcroft.

Appeals Outst anding: The Glebe, Chur ch Road; Old Downs, Cast le Hill, Car ill,
Chur ch Road (x3) and 5, Wellf ield.

Hartley is an attractive area for Developers and the Parish Council remains vigilant
to try to preserve the village envelope and the surrounding Green Belt. The Parish
Council will suppor t r esident s who may be adver sely af f ect ed by development s on
adjacent land and will oppose over development of sites and back land
developments.

Members of t he Commit tee: Councillor s; L Abr aham (Chair man), C Alf or d, 
Mr s P Cole, * J Gaywood, * M Har r is, J Minns, Mr s A Oxt oby and B Ramsay
*ex officio



Highways Committee
The Commit t ee has cont inued t o pr essur ise Kent Highways t o ensur e t he upkeep
of our highways and byways. The suppor t it r eceives f r om Kent Highway Ser vices
(KHS) has been  poor , wit h many br oken pr omises and f ailur e t o t ake act ion.

The Council managed, wit h a gr ant f r om t he Kent Member s f und, t o inst all an
interactive sign on Ash Road to highlight any excessive speed.  It was duly installed
in J une of 07 and f inally commissioned in Apr il 2008.

The Commit t ee cont inues t o addr ess t he f looding pr oblems of Spr ingcr of t , a 30-
year pr oblem.  KHS has t aken some low cost at t empt s t o t r y t o r educe it , wit h no
success.  As t he r esident s of Spr ingcr of t had been let down by KHS a public
meet ing was ar r anged t o allow t hem t o put t heir case. The head of Kent
Envir onment al Ser vices agr eed t o at t end but f ailed t o ar r ive.  Ther e ar e t hough,
plans t o pr ovide 2 new soakaways.

Parking at Cherry Trees shops and around our schools has been high on the agenda.
The Commit t ee is negot iat ing wit h KHS t o r emove t he cent r e island at Cher r y
Tr ees and allow 45°/ 90° par king. This will pr ovide mor e bays and pr event blocking
of t he r oadway.  A Car Par k sign will be pr ovided t o encour age dr iver s t o use t he
shopper s car par k at t he r ear . The ongoing pr oblems of par king adj acent t o our
schools is being re visited to ensure there is no illegal parking, we ask all of you to
help us with this.

The Committee received requests for bus shelters at Cherry Trees and Wellfield.
The r esident s adj acent t o t he st ops have been appr oached f or t heir views and as
t her e is concer n over possible vandalism t he plan has been dr opped

Other work carried on by this Committee has involved the use of shared pavements
from New Ash Green by cyclists to enable young children to cycle to school safely.
The classification of Stack Lane and Manor Drive as restricted byways, which will
limit t heir use and put some onus on KHS t o maint ain st andar ds.  A sat isf act or y
conclusion f or t he r esident s of Fair by Lane has been achieved by closing t he
j unct ion wit h Ash Road t o vehicles.

The Parish Council works with KHS on the day to day issues of road
surfaces/potholes etc with an interactive database. This is available to view on the
Parish Council web site (www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk). Any issues needing to be
r aised can be put on t he dat abase by cont act ing t he Cler k at t he Par ish Of f ice.

Members of the Commit tee: Councillor s; * J Gaywood, D Gr aeme, S Gr anger , 
*M Har r is (Chair man), J Minns, V Sewell and D Br azier (Co-opt ed)
*ex officio.

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk






Special Projects Committee

Pr oposed New Bur ial Gr ound, which impinges on t he Planning Commit t ee (planning),
t he Amenit ies & Open Spaces Commit t ee (Manor Field), t he Finance & Gener al
Pur poses Commit t ee (cost ), and t he Bur ial Gr ounds & Gar dens of Remembr ance
Commit t ee (Bur ial Gr ound). Wor k is pr ogr essing, but is st ill being hinder ed by t he
quest ion of r est r ict ive covenant s. Alt hough t he adj acent landowner has indicat ed
t hat he will not enf or ce t he covenant in r espect of Manor Field s use as a bur ial
ground, the Council has decided to apply to the Lands Tribunal in the event that there
ar e ot her s who might wish t o enf or ce t he covenant s which allow f or Manor Field t o
be used f or spor t s act ivit ies only.

Har t ley Woods. A Village Gr een applicat ion has been lodged wit h KCC, which init ially
gave it s suppor t . The applicat ion is t o ensur e t hat local r esident s have access t o t he
woods in per pet uit y. Fr ee and open access t o t hese Woods, which ar e under t he
owner ship of Sout hwar k Bor ough Council, have been enj oyed by local r esident s f or
many year s, and t her e was a t hr eat of closur e by Sout hwar k about t wo year s ago.
Unf or t unat ely Sout hwar k indicat ed t o KCC t hat t hey would t ake legal act ion if t he
applicat ion was gr ant ed, and t he mat t er is now r ef er r ed t o a non-st at ut or y public
inquiry. The Committee is taking legal advice on the matter. It is sad to note that two
r esident s have opposed t he applicat ion, one of t hem suppor t ing t he inquir y which
could cost a gr eat deal of t ax payer s money.

The Women s I nst it ut e Hall
The f r eehold of t he pr emises has been of f er ed by t he WI t o t he Par ish Council at
no cost , ot her t han t he legal t r ansf er cost s et c, and some of t he r epair s r equir ed.
This is a golden oppor t unit y f or t he Council t o est ablish a venue f or many act ive
gr oups wit hin t he par ish, and t he Council was ver y pleased t o accept t he of f er . I t is
hoped t hat t he t r ansf er will be complet ed in t he near f ut ur e, so t hat plans can
commence f or it s r ef ur bishment and f ut ur e use.

Members of t he Commit tee: Councillor s; L Abr aham, C Alf or d, A Bar net t , 
*J Gaywood (Chairman), *M Harris, Mrs A Oxtoby and B Ramsay * ex offico

Youth Committee 

The Yout h Commit t ee has wor ked closely wit h bot h HAWK and t he Char lt on
Community Team. HAWK has continued with its snowboarding and outreach projects
in conjunction with West Kent Extra and have had some success. One young man from
Har t ley was awar ded a special cer t if icat e by t he Chief Const able of Kent , f or the
way he helped in br inging t he yout h, t he elder ly and t he police t oget her wit hin t he
community. I t is hoped t hat t he Char lt on Communit y Teams Coaching sessions at
Woodland Avenue r ecr eat ion gr ound will r esume in t he near f ut ur e. 

Members of the Commit tee: Councillor s; Mr s J Bur ns, * J Gaywood, * M Har r is, 
B Ramsay and V Sewell (Chairman)                                                            * ex offico



Burial Grounds & Gardens of Remembrance Commit tee

The Bur ial Gr ound cont inues t o be a place of peace and t r anquillit y wher e loved
ones can be r emember ed. A plint h f or t he placement of f lower s has been er ect ed
in t he New Gar den of Remembr ance and bar k has been spr ead in t he Gar den of
Remembr ance t o make it s management easier .

The plant ing of a Beech hedge in Febr uar y, r ound t he bor der of t he new Manor
Field Burial Ground marks the beginning of the works planned to bring the Ground
int o use as t he exist ing one get s f ull.

It was resolved that no burial charges would be made for children aged 12 or less.
I t was also r esolved t hat casket s of ashes would not be allowed t o be int er r ed in
the Garden of Remembrance and nor would photo plaques be allowed on
gravestones.

We have in 2008 t o st ar t t he next r ound of inspect ions of t he headst ones. We
have a policy in place, and owner s of Bur ial r ight s will be inf or med closer t o t he
t ime when t his will st ar t .

Ther e have been 6 bur ials and 13 int er ment s of ashes in t he past year .

Members of the Commit t ee: Councillor s; A Bar net t , Mrs J Bur ns, 

* J Gaywood, * M Har r is, J Minns, B Ramsay and Mr s A Oxt oby (Chair man)

* ex officio

Communications Committee

This Commit t ee is r esponsible f or t he quar t er ly newslet t er , t he Websit e and t he
monit or ing of t he Qualit y Par ish St at us. The Commit t ee inf or ms r esident s about
Par ish Council business and act ivit ies via t he Har t ley Her ald and t he websit e
(www.har t leypar ishcouncil.or g.uk), as well as publishing t he Annual Repor t and
ot her inf or mat ive lit er at ur e. Resident s r eceive t he Har t ley Her ald on a quar t er ly
basis and our websit e is updat ed at least mont hly wit h minut es and agendas of
Council meetings. The Committee continues to expand the website and has included
a br ief hist or y of Har t ley, some local phot ogr aphs and usef ul inf or mat ion about
t he village and it s amenit ies.
It also ensures that the Parish Council continues to enjoy Quality Parish Status by
r egular ly monit or ing t he necessar y cr it er ia.

Members of the Commit t ee: Councillor s; L Abr aham, Mr s J Bur ns (Chair man), 
D Gr aham, * J Gaywood, * M Har r is and Mr s A Oxt oby
* ex officio

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk











