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Chairmans Report

Dear Resident,

I have much pleasure in presenting you with a brief report on the work undertaken
by t he Par ish Council dur ing t he past year , highlight ing some of t he maj or issues.

The Planning Commit t ee cont inues t o be busy in it s consider at ions of all local
planning applicat ions submit t ed t o t he Dist r ict Council dur ing t he year , and in t he
main successf ully oppose many of t hose applicat ions which it consider s t o be
inappr opr iat e and t her ef or e not in t he public int er est .

The Council cont inues t o devot e much t ime and int er est in it s amenit ies (Manor
Field, Rect or y Meadow, Nor t hf ield, et c.) in or der t o give t he best possible value
f or yout h, spor t ing and ot her out door act ivit ies.

Plans f or t he pr oposed new Bur ial Gr ound on Manor Field ar e st ill being act ively
pur sued. Legal pr oceedings ar e beginning t o t ake place concer ning t he r est r ict ive
covenant s applying t o Manor Field, and also r est r ict ed access t o Manor Field f or
burial purposes. 

The f r eehold of t he Women s I nst it ut e pr emises on Ash Road should shor t ly be
under t he cont r ol of t he Par ish Council, and will become a much valued venue f or
many activities to be organised by the Parish Council. It is hoped that this facility
will be up and r unning next year .

The applicat ion f or Village Gr een st at us f or Har t ley Wood was upheld by a
gover nment inspect or at a public inquir y held in Har t ley, and it is hoped t hat t his
will be r at if ied by Kent Count y Council shor t ly. I f successf ul, t his would give
Har t ley r esident s per manent , unf et t er ed access t o t he ar ea. 

Please r ead t he f ollowing commit t ee Chair men s r epor t s, which out line in mor e
det ail t he wor k under t aken by each Commit t ee. I f you have any comment s, please
contact the Parish Clerk.

May I once again record my thanks to the Clerk and her assistant, and to all of the
Councillor s, f or t heir excellent wor k dur ing t he year .

Yours sincerely

James Gaywood  
Chairman of the Council



Amenit ies and Open Spaces Commit tee
Har t ley Wood... Af t er a long campaign and a t r emendous amount of wor k, t he
successf ul out come of t he Par ish Council s bid t o est ablish t he ar ea of Har t ley Wood
(28 acr es) owned by Sout hwar k Bor ough Council as a Village Gr een was wor t hy of a
gr eat celebr at ion. Thanks must go t o our of f ice st af f , Councillor s and t he massive
suppor t of t he public who wer e pr epar ed t o sign wit ness st at ement s and swor n
af f idavit s t hat t hey had used t he wood dur ing t he r elevant 20 year per iod wit hout
per mission of t he owner s. Special t hanks t o t hose who agr eed t o submit t hemselves
t o a gr illing and cr oss examinat ion at t he I nquir y which last ed f our days.  We can
now sit back wit h t he r ealisat ion t hat Har t ley r esident s can now enj oy t he r ight t o
r oam in t he woodland f or post er it y, as in f act t hey have done f or at least 50 year s,
wit hout t he t hr eat t hat t he land could be sold and access denied.

Woodland Avenue... Our playgr ound equipment , especially at Woodland Avenue has
become out dat ed, t hough on t he whole st ill ser viceable and saf e. We have been
looking at var ious opt ions of updat ing t he equipment , in par t icular f or t he f our t o
eight year olds.  Some consult at ion has alr eady been done via t he newslet t er and
our web sit e, however it is always disappoint ing t hat t hese sur veys elicit such a
poor r esponse, making an inf or med choice ver y dif f icult when r eplies t o quest ions
r ar ely achieve double digit number s. I n par t icular we would like t o know whet her
t o keep t he exist ing equipment wit h some new appar at us or t o scr ap it all and
const r uct a complet ely new playgr ound. Ther e ar e of cour se cost implicat ions on
what ever choice is made, t he lat t er obviously cost ing mor e, but bot h schemes
would require grant funding. Survey Forms can be obtained from the Parish Office
or on-line via t he web sit e.

Gor se Wood I n or der t o nullif y t he mot or bike act ivit y in Har t ley Wood, we ar e
r einst at ing t he kissing gat es and st r engt hening t he f encing at t he Down Ampney
and Gor sewood Rd ent r ances t o Gor se Wood.  I n addit ion it is hoped t hat a way
can be f ound t o r est r ict access t o bikes at Beechlands Close, we ar e liaising wit h
t he KCC t o t hat end.

Rect or y Meadow As a f ollow up t o t he Biological Sur vey of 2000 when t he council
was approximately two years into its rescue plan for the derelict site, a new survey
was commissioned f r om t he Kent Wildlif e Tr ust in or der t o assess what changes
had occur r ed and whet her we wer e on t he r ight t r ack in pr eser ving and impr oving
this scarce and valuable resource and as a follow up to the site achieving the status
of a designated Local Nature Reserve. This comprehensive survey can be inspected
in t he Par ish Of f ice. 

Spor t Manor Field cont inues t o pr ovide f acilit ies f or yout h f oot ball managed by
Hartley De Sales Football Club who run four sides of various age groups. New Ash
Gr een and Har t ley Cr icket Club pr ovide a pleasant spect acle of cr icket on t he
gr een ever y weekend and ar e always pleased t o welcome new member s. Longf ield
Hill is used by Meopham Cr icket Club s numer ous Colt sides as an adj unct t o t heir
main facility. The Club pr ovides exper t coaching which is second t o none.

Members of the Commit t ee: Councillor s; A Bar net t (Chair man), Mr s P Cole, 
* J Gaywood, D Gr aeme, S Gr anger , * M Har r is, Mr s A Oxt oby and V Sewell.
* ex officio



Northfield
Having est ablished a r out ine of cut t ing t he 50 acr es of meadow as a hay cr op in
late July after the last batch of skylark fledglings will have flown, we were able to
apply t o Nat ur al England and t he Soil Associat ion f or accr edit at ion under t he
Or ganic Ent r y Level Scheme f or or ganic st at us of t he hay cr op.

This applicat ion was successf ul and subst ant ial gr ant s ar e payable dur ing t he
2 year conver sion per iod, wit h a r educed gr ant t her eaf t er .

Horse riding had a successful second year riding, using the delineated track around
Nor t hf ield, no pr oblems occur r ed wit h r egar d t o ot her user s.

A f our year pr ogr amme of f or mat ive pr uning f or t he Bar net t s Wood has been
approved and a contractor appointed. Since there are nearly 6000 trees it is quite
a formidable task, but it will ensure that the trees will mature in a manner typical
for the various species and result in clean stemmed trees, allowing eventually easy
movement within the wood and space at ground level for woodland fauna to develop.

Members of Northf ield Management Commit t ee: Councillor s; J Gaywood,
A Barnett, Mrs A Oxtoby and three members from Ash-cum-Ridley Parish Council

Communications Committee
This Committee is responsible for producing the quarterly newsletter, maintaining
t he websit e and t he monit or ing of t he Qualit y Par ish St at us. Resident s ar e
inf or med about day t o day Par ish Council business and act ivit ies via t he Har t ley
Her ald and t he websit e (www.har t leypar ishcouncil.or g.uk). The Annual Repor t
pr oduced in May, inf or ms r esident s of t he wor k under t aken by t he Par ish Council
dur ing t he pr evious year . 

The Commit t ee cont inues t o expand t he websit e and an online consult at ion on t he
pr oposed r ef ur bishment at Woodland Avenue is ongoing. I f you have not yet had
t he oppor t unit y t o par t icipat e in t he consult at ion please visit our websit e.

A number of information leaflets have been produced and are available for collection
from the Parish Office and Hartley Library. There are six leaflets available, entitled
What is a Par ish Council? How t o Ask a Quest ion at Council & Commit t ee Meet ings,
Local Ser vices and Usef ul Cont act s, Amenit ies & Open Spaces, Planning and t he
Parish Council and Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance. The leaflets are also
available t o view on t he Par ish Council s websit e.

Resident s r eceive t he Har t ley Her ald on a quar t er ly basis and our websit e is
updated at least monthly with minutes and agendas of Council meetings. Dates and
t imes of all Council and Commit t ee meet ings ar e also post ed on t he websit e.

The Par ish Council was awar ded Qualit y Par ish St at us in Sept ember 2005.
Accreditation lasts for four years and the Committee is considering arrangements
for re-accreditation in 2009.

Members of the Commit tee: Councillor s L Abr aham, Mr s J Bur ns (Chair man), 
D Gr aham, * J Gaywood, * M Har r is and Mr s A Oxt oby
* ex officio

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk


Finance and General Purposes Commit tee
The Finance and General Purposes Committee closely monitors the Parish Council's
expenditure and is responsible to the Council for ensuring its accounts are properly
pr epar ed in accor dance wit h st r ict audit r ules.

The Council's accounts are internally audited on an annual and half yearly basis by
an auditor acting independently of the Council. During the past year the Committee
r eviewed it s syst ems of int er nal audit and was sat isf ied t he cont r ols in place
sat isf ied t he needs of t he Council.

The Council' s account s f or 2007/ 08 wer e appr oved by t he Council at it s Annual
meet ing in May 2008 and wer e made available f or public inspect ion. The appr oved
account s wer e submit t ed t o t he Audit Commission t o be ext er nally audit ed.

Af t er being pr oper ly adver t ised local gover nment elect or s have t he r ight t o ask
quest ions of t he ext er nal audit or about t he account s and r aise obj ect ions t o t he
accounts. Local government electors are encouraged, in the first instance, to raise
any mat t er s of concer n about t he account s wit h t he Par ish Council, as t he par ish
is likely to be charged for any investigation undertaken by the external auditor. If
local gover nment elect or s ar e st ill not sat isf ied wit h t he Council' s r esponse, t hey
r et ain t heir r ight t o dir ect mat t er s t o t he ext er nal audit or .

Due to an objection raised to the 2006/07 accounts by a local government elector
t her e was a delay t o t hese account s being signed of f by t he ext er nal audit or .
After investigation the external auditor rejected the objections raised and signed
of f t he account s at t he end of 2008. The account s f or 2007/ 08 have also been
signed of f by t he ext er nal audit or wit hout comment .

The Council' s account s f or 2008/ 09 wer e appr oved by t he Council at it s Annual
meet ing in May 2009, as set out on pages 4 and 5 of t he Annual Repor t .

I n Sept ember 2007 t he Council was appr oached by t he Har t ley W.I . t o t r ansf er
t he owner ship of t he W.I . hall t o t he Par ish Council at no cost , ot her t han legal
f ees. As t he hall is r un as a char it y t he t r ansf er will be r egulat ed by t he Char it y
Commission and can only pr oceed on t he basis of t he Par ish Council becoming t he
sole t r ust ee of t he char it y. Subj ect t o f ur t her legal advice, t he Par ish Council
r ecent ly appr oved t he t r ansf er of t he hall on t his basis. The legal pr ocesses ar e
quit e complicat ed and t her ef or e it may be some mont hs bef or e t he t r ansf er is
complet e. The Council believes t his is an excit ing oppor t unit y f or t he par ish.

This year t he Council has been involved wit h a number of pr oj ect s which have
r equir ed specialist legal advice. These include t he Village Gr een applicat ion in
Hartley Wood, transfer of ownership of the Hartley W.I. Hall and the provision of
a new Burial Ground at Manor Field. This being so the Committee recommended to
t he Council t hat t he budget f or legal cost s be incr eased by £ 20,000 and t aken
f r om r eser ves. The money expended so f ar is set out below.

Har t ley Wood Village Gr een applicat ion £13,000.00
Har t ley W.I . hall valuat ion and legal f ees £1,650.00
New Bur ial Gr ound: legal cost s t o modif y £660.00
t he covenant s and ext end r ight of access

TOTAL £15,310.00



I n addit ion t o monit or ing t he Council' s account s and f inancial pr ocedur es, t he
Committee is responsible for dealing with personnel issues, matters relating to the
Council' s of f ice accommodat ion, requests for grants, r eviewing annual
subscr ipt ions and any mat t er s t hat do not f all wit hin t he Ter ms of Ref er ence of
any other Committee.

Members of the Committee: Councillors; L Abraham, C Alford, A Barnett, Mrs J Burns, 
Mr s P Cole, * J Gaywood, *M Har r is, B Ramsay (Chair man) and V Sewell.
*ex officio

Planning Committee
Meetings The Par ish is a consult ee on all planning applicat ions submit t ed t o
Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council t hat af f ect Har t ley.

The Planning Commit t ee meet s f or t night ly, usually on a Wednesday mor ning at
10.00a.m. at Har t ley Libr ar y, Ash Road. Bef or e each meet ing, t he Commit t ee
conduct s sit e visit s as deemed necessar y by t he Chair man.

Resident s' Views Not ice of t he meet ings ar e displayed on t he Par ish not ice
boar d out side t he Libr ar y. All r esident s ar e welcome t o at t end t he meet ings and
will be given an oppor t unit y t o expr ess t heir views on any applicat ion bef or e t he
Committee reaches its decision. If an application affects a resident they can write
t o Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council wit h t heir views. I t is also helpf ul if a copy of t he
let t er is sent t o t he Par ish Council.

Applications  Bet ween Apr il 2008 and Mar ch 2009, t he Par ish Council was
consult ed on 70 planning applicat ions, t o which no obj ect ion was r aised t o 60 of
t hese and obj ect ions wer e r aised on 10. The Dist r ict Council gave a decision
cont r ar y t o t he Par ish Council' s views on 3 applicat ions. Of t hese 3, 1 was
Sevenoaks Council' s Development Cont r ol Commit t ee' s decision and 2 wer e
delegat ed decisions. 3 decisions wer e t aken t o appeal by t he applicant s.

Appeals  The r esult s of planning appeals r eceived ar e as f ollows:

Appeals Dismissed: The Glebe, Chur ch Road; Old Downs, Cast le Hill; Car ill,
Chur ch Road x 2; Scot gr ove, Fair by Lane

Appeals Allowed: 5 Wellf ield and Car ill, Chur ch Road x 1

Appeals Outstanding: Hemesleys Liver y St ables, Ash Road

Har t ley is a desir able ar ea f or Developer s and t he Par ish Council will r emain ver y
awar e of t his and will do ever yt hing in it s power t o pr eser ve t he village envelope
and surrounding Green Belt. The Parish Council will support any resident who would
be adver sely af f ect ed by development on adj acent land and will oppose over
development of sit es and t andem development s.

Members of the Commit t ee: Councillor s; L Abr aham (Chair man), C Alf or d, 
Mr s P Cole, * J Gaywood, *M Har r is, J Minns, Mr s A Oxt oby and B Ramsay.
*ex officio







Highways Committee
The Par ish Council s Highways Commit t ee has cont inued over t he last year t o
pr essur ise Kent Highways t o ensur e t he upkeep of our highways and byways.
Following a number of r e-or ganisat ions, Kent Highway Ser vices (KHS) suppor t is
st ill r at her poor , alt hough it does appear t o be impr oving.

Early in the year the Council finally managed to get the new interactive sign on Ash
Road commissioned, which pr oved our suspicions t hat t he maj or it y of dr iver s ar e
exceeding t he 30mph limit at t hat point in t he r oad. We will now have t o decide
what action can be taken to help with this problem.  We looked into the use of the
Speedwat ch exer cise wit h which local r esident s can use speed det ect ion devices
to highlight motorists exceeding the limit, but due to lack of volunteers this could
not be pr ogr essed and we ar e now pur suing t he issue as t o whet her our local
PCSO s can t ake act ion.

The Commit t ee has cont inued t o addr ess t he issue of f looding in Spr ingcr of t . Kent
Highways have f inally been pr ovided wit h t he f unds t o pr ovide t wo new soakaways,
but problems are being encountered as to where these can be located. Whilst initially
it was believed t hat t hey could be pr ovided in t he gr assed ar eas adj acent t o t he
pavement , it has now been est ablished t hat t hese ar e in f act pr ivat ely owned.

Parking at Cherry Trees shops and around our Schools has been on the agenda for
a couple of year s now and Sevenoaks Council has pr ovided plans f or par king
r est r ict ions adj acent t o t he schools, t o enable saf e ent r y and exit f or our
childr en.  Following a number of r epr esent at ions f r om t he Par ish Council t hese
have been amended t o t he minimum r equir ed t o pr ovide t his saf et y. Public
consultation has also taken place. With Cherry Trees we are still pressurising KHS
t o r emove t he cent r e island out side t he shops t o allow 45º/ 90º par king. 

The Parish Council has shown concerns over the use of Navigation Systems routing
heavy vehicles down local r oads; t he r oads of concer n ar e Cast le Hill and St ack
Lane. We have reported these to Kent County Council who are compiling a database
of pr oblem r oads wit h a view t o r aising t he sit uat ion in par liament .

Bus ser vices have also been a concer n, wit h t he advent of t he bus passes being
useable from 9.00am Arriva moved the early buses to the Hospital to before 9.00am.
This r est r ict ed t he t imes people could t r avel t o Doct or s/ Hospit al. This issue has
been r aised wit h Ar r iva, as has t he r eliabilit y of t he ser vice and t he limit ed 489
service to Gravesend. We are working with Southfleet Parish Council to find the best
solut ion t o t he pr oblems and t o pr ovide a combined r epr esent at ion.

The Par ish Council works with KHS on the day to day issues of road
sur f aces/ pot holes et c. wit h an int er act ive dat abase. This is available t o view on t he
Par ish Council web sit e (www.har t leypar ish council.or g.uk). Any issues needed t o be
r aised can be put on t he dat abase by cont act ing Kent Highway Ser vices dir ect on
08458 247 800, www.kent.gov.uk/highways or t he Cler k at t he Par ish Of f ice.

Members of t he Commit t ee: Councillor s; * J Gaywood, D Gr aeme, S Gr anger , 
* M Har r is (Chair man), J Minns, V Sewell and D Br azier (Co-opt ed).   
* ex officio

http://www.hartleyparish
http://www.kent.gov.uk/highwaysor


Burial Grounds
There have been 8 burials and 16 interments of ashes this year and the cemetery
cont inues t o be a place of peace and t r anquilit y f or r elat ives t o r emember t heir
loved ones.

We have r ecent ly r eceived new guidance f r om t he Gover nment suggest ing less
draconian measures for testing memorials and our testing policy, recently adopted,
will have t o be r ewr it t en in light of t his.

The Bur ial Gr ound is however becoming f ull and we cont inue t o t r y and pr ogr ess
the New Burial Ground so that it will be ready for use when the existing ground is
f ull. I t was br ought t o our at t ent ion t hat as par t of t he planning per mission
r eceived last year , t he Envir onment Agency r equir es an assessment of possible
pollut ion of gr oundwat er . This will, in t he f ir st inst ance, cost about £ 2,000 f or a
' Tier 1' assessment . However if t hat is not suf f icient t hen t he next level of
assessment t o dig bor e holes would cost many t housands. Ther e ar e also
discussions t aking place wit h r egar d t o r ight s of way acr oss t he access point .

Bot h of t hese issues will need t o be r esolved bef or e any f ur t her wor k on t he new
Bur ial Gr ound can t ake place.

Members of t he Commit tee: Councillor s; A Bar net t , Mr s J Bur ns, * J Gaywood,
*M Har r is, J Minns, B Ramsay and Mr s A Oxt oby (Chair man)
*ex officio

Youth Committee
The Yout h Commit t ee has again been wor king closely wit h bot h t he HAWK Yout h
Par t ner ship Pr oj ect and t he Char lt on Communit y Team.

Dur ing t he summer , Char lt on Foot ball Club r an weekly f oot ball skills sessions at
Woodland Avenue recreation ground. The sessions ran for 10 weeks and attracted
a t ot al at t endance of 184 young people. The cour se was pr ovided f r ee of char ge
and was sponsor ed by t he Par ish Council. Char lt on Communit y Team will be
pr oviding f ur t her coaching sessions in 2009.

Dur ing t he year , HAWK r an it s det ached and Yout h For um sessions, as well as a
number of act ivit ies f or t he young people in Har t ley, which included t hr ee paint ball
mat ches (one against t he Police and PCSO' s), open pr act ice sessions at t he Chat ham
dr y ski slope, a t hr ee day r esident ial t r ip t o t he Swat t enden Cent r e including an in-
dept h visit t o Woodhill Pr ison, midnight ice skat ing at Chat ham I ce Bowl and clay
pigeon shoot ing, r if le pr act ice and ar cher y at t he Ramada Hot el in Maidst one.

I n addit ion t o t his, one young man f r om Har t ley won t he over all Young People' s
Respect Award for Kent.

HAWK act ivit ies being consider ed f or 2009, include a gr af f it i pr oj ect , a t r ip t o
Thorpe Park and residential trips to Glenborradale, Scotland and Lacanua, France.

Members of the Commit t ee: Councillor s; Mrs J Bur ns, *J Gaywood, 
*M Har r is, B Ramsay and V Sewell (Chair man)
*ex officio






