
A MERRY CHRI STMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
A MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR is wished to everyone in Hartley from your
Parish Councillors. In the season of goodwill, we would ask that everyone keep an eye out for
t heir neighbour , as some may f ind it dif f icult t o go out in bad weat her . At Chr ist mas t ime,
many of us will have a tree surrounded by presents for our family and friends, so to help make
sure that they go to the right person, check your home security, thieves love Christmas too!

HARTLEY REMEMBERS
The annual Remembr ance Ser vice was held at t he War
Memor ial on Sunday 9t h November . Resident s j oined
local Scout and Guide gr oups t o r emember t hose f r om
Hartley who had made the ultimate sacrifice. It was good
t o see so many r esident s f r om ever y age r ange pr esent .
Wr eat hs wer e laid by r epr esent at ives of t he Royal
Br it ish Legion, local or ganisat ions and local aut hor it ies.

We must especially thank Len Johnson for reading out
t he list of names on t he War Memor ial and t he bugler
f r om t he Salvat ion Ar my who played t he Last Post and
Reveille.

HARTLEY HEALTH WALK
The f ir st ever Har t ley Healt h Walk lef t Har t ley Libr ar y on Tuesday 4t h November at 10.00a.m. led by
t r ained volunt eer walk leader s. 

Cllr Felicity Broomby, Chairman of Sevenoaks District Council, took part in the walk, which is the first ever
healt h walk in t he Sevenoaks Dist r ict , complet ely or ganised by volunt eer s. 

The walk pr oved t o be ver y popular , wit h a t ot al of 37 r esident s t aking par t . The f r ee, weekly walks will
t ake place ever y Tuesday mor ning at 10.00a.m. st ar t ing and f inishing at Har t ley Libr ar y and last ing f or
appr oximat ely one hour . Par t icipant s ar e encour aged t o dr ess accor ding t o t he weat her and t o wear
comfortable footwear. 

An ideal way t o st ay healt hy and meet new people. Why not make it one of your New Year s r esolut ions? 

HARTLEY' S COMMUNI TY WARDEN  SAFER KENT AWARD WI NNER
The Saf er Kent Awar ds 2008 wer e r ecent ly held at Leeds Cast le, host ed by t he Chair of t he Kent Police
Aut hor it y and Chief Const able Michael Fuller .

Har t ley' s ver y own Communit y War den, Adam Osbor n, was one of six r unner s-up who wer e acknowledged
f or making a r eal dif f er ence t o neighbour hoods and impr oving t he qualit y of lif e of local r esident s.

Adam was commended for his part in restoring Hartley pond, which has been totally transformed and now
boast s it s own f amily of ducks! Congr at ulat ions Adam, a well deser ved awar d!

Your Par ish Councillor s ar e: Lar r y Abr aham, Chr is Alf or d, Alan Bar net t , J ane Bur ns, Penny Cole, 
J ames Gaywood, David Gr aeme, St ef f an Gr anger , Malcolm Har r is, J onat han Minns, Anne Oxt oby, Br ian
Ramsay and Vince Sewell. They can be cont act ed via t he Cler k, J ulie Hoad at t he Par ish Of f ice, Har t ley
Libr ar y, Ash Road, Kent , DA3 8EL, by e mail mail@har t leypar ishcouncil.or g.uk or by phone 01474 709441 

WOODLAND AVENUE
RECREATION GROUND

Hartley Parish Council is currently conducting an
online consult at ion on the proposed
refurbishment of the play equipment at
Woodland Avenue r ecr eat ion gr ound. 

Your views ar e impor t ant t o us, so please
t ake t he t ime t o complet e t he sur vey which can
be f ound at : www.har t leypar ishcouncil.or g.uk. 

I f you would like t o t ake par t in t he sur vey
but don t have access t o a comput er , please
cont act t he Cler k at t he Par ish Of f ice.

NEXT COUNCI L SURGERY DATE
Member s of t he Par ish Council will be available on
Saturday 13th December in the Parish Office from
10.00a.m. to 12 noon. If there is something going on
in t he Par ish t hat is of concer n t o you t hat you
would like t o discuss on an inf or mal basis, please
call in and see us, no appoint ment necessar y.

POLICE SURGERY
The next Police Surgery will be held in Hartley Library on
Sat ur day 13t h December f r om 3.30p.m. t o 5.00p.m. The
sur ger y gives you t he oppor t unit y t o r aise any concer ns
t hat you may have about local policing issues.

The Neighbour hood Team will see people individually
on a f ir st come, f ir st ser ved basis.

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk


I NSPECTI ON AND TESTI NG OF MEMORI ALS I N HARTLEY BURI AL GROUND
Hartley Parish Council is responsible for the maintenance of Hartley Burial Ground next to All Saints Church

in Church Road.  Whilst memorial owners have a specific duty to ensure memorials are installed and maintained
in a safe manner, Hartley Parish Council has a general duty of care to ensure the safety of all visitors at the
Bur ial Gr ound.  I n accor dance wit h guidelines set down by t he I nst it ut e of Cemet er y and Cr emat or ium
Management and t he Nat ional Associat ion of Memor ial Masons, t he Par ish Council will be inspect ing and
t est ing t he memor ials in Har t ley Bur ial Gr ound and has adopt ed a, Memor ial Saf et y Pr ogr amme and Test ing
Policy , explaining how it int ends t o car r y out t his pr ocess.  A copy of t he policy document is available f r om
t he Par ish Of f ice or may be viewed on t he Council s websit e at www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

I t is int ended t hat t he inspect ion pr ogr amme will commence dur ing 2009 and will involve t hr ee element s:
(a) init ial inspect ion and t est ing of memor ials, 
(b) immediat e or t empor ar y st abilisat ion of any memor ials ident if ied as unsaf e and, 
(c) t her eaf t er , t he r epair or making saf e of memor ials which have been st abilised t empor ar ily.  

Har t ley Par ish Council will employ t he ser vices of an independent and compet ent company specialised in
t his f ield of wor k t o under t ake t he inspect ion and t est ing of memor ials in Har t ley Bur ial Gr ound.  The
company will be r equir ed t o r epor t back it s f indings and r ecommendat ions t o t he Par ish Council, which will
t hen t ake what ever act ion deemed necessar y t o ensur e t he st abilit y of memor ials.  

The Council under st ands t hat t his can be a sensit ive issue and it is hoped t hat ear ly consult at ion and
liaison wit h memor ial owner s, visit or s t o t he Bur ial Gr ound and t he wider gener al public will enable t he
inspect ion t o be car r ied out in t he most ef f icient , ef f ect ive and sympat het ic way.
Anyone wishing t o obt ain f ur t her inf or mat ion should cont act t he Par ish Cler k at The Par ish Council Of f ice,

Har t ley Libr ar y, Ash Road, Har t ley, Longf ield, Kent DA3 8EL on t elephone number 01474 709441.
Alt er nat ively t he Par ish Cler k may be cont act ed by e mail on: mail@hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

RECTORY MEADOW LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
The Parish Council recently commissioned a Botanical Survey at Rectory Meadow which was undertaken by the
Kent Wildlife Trust. Three notable species were recorded during the survey: man orchid, warted amanita and
bluebell. Also of int er est was t he pr esence of br eeding t awny owl in t he east er n woodland block. A t ot al of
t en but t er f ly species wer e r ecor ded along wit h a good number of mot hs, bumble bees, hover f lies,
gr asshopper s and cr icket s. A f ew f ungi species wer e r ecor ded in bot h t he gr assland and woodland ar eas.

The Par ish Council would be delight ed t o ar r ange guided t our s f or int er est ed gr oups, and a f r ee leaf let
commissioned by t he Par ish Council, is available t o collect f r om t he Par ish Of f ice. 

NORTHFIELD
The Par ish Councils of Ash-cum-Ridley and Har t ley ar e pr oposing
to dispose of land on Northfield located in the parish of Hartley,
f or t he pr ovision of an elect r ical sub-st at ion, access t her et o and
underground cabling.

Any obj ect ions t o t he pr oposed disposal should be sent in
wr it ing t o eit her Mr s J ane Redman, Cler k t o Ash-cum-Ridley
Par ish Council at t he Par ish Of f ice, Ash Gr een Spor t s Cent r e,
Ash Road, New Ash Green, Longfield, Kent DA3 8JZ, or Mrs Julie
Hoad, Clerk to Hartley Parish Council at the Parish Council Office,
Har t ley Libr ar y, Ash Road, Har t ley, Longf ield, Kent DA3 8EL.

MEOPHAM CRI CKET CLUB
I f you ar e, or know of , an aspir ing young
cr icket er who would like t o j oin a club wit h
excellent f acilit ies and f ir st class coaches,
t hen Meopham Cr icket Club could be j ust
what you ar e looking f or . 

I f you would like t o j oin t he club, which
plays at Longf ield Hill, or would j ust like
more information, please call Tony Wade on
01474 813567

ASSI STED REFUSE COLLECTI ON
Resident s who ar e unable t o car r y t heir r ef use and
clear r ecycling sacks t o t he boundar y of t heir
property for collection may be eligible for help from
Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council. Resident s who ar e f r ail,
elder ly or t hose wit h disabilit ies who have no one
else in t he house who can help, may be exempt f r om
taking their refuse to the boundary of their
property. In such cases the District Council's refuse
collect or s can collect t he r ef use f r om wit hin t heir
pr oper t y. For mor e inf or mat ion on t his ser vice call
Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council on 01732 227000 or
email direct.services@sevenoaks.gov.uk

HARTLEY VI LLAGE DESI GN STATEMENT
The Par ish Council is delight ed t o r epor t t hat t he
Har t ley Village Design St at ement , pr oduced by t he
Par ish Plan St eer ing Commit t ee, was f or mally adopt ed
by Sevenoaks District Council in April of this year. New
Design St at ement s ar e adopt ed as I nf or mal Planning
Guidance and will be used in assessing applicat ions f or
development and ot her changes wit hin t hese villages.

The Statement will shortly be going to print and will
be available t o view in t he Par ish Of f ice. I n t he
meant ime, if you would like t o look at t his document it
is available to view on the District Council's website at:
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/documents/hartleyvds.pdf

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/documents/hartleyvds.pdf


LIBRARY UPDATE
205 childr en t ook up t he Team Read challenge of r eading 6 books dur ing t he summer holiday br eak. 201
[98.05%] wer e successf ul and r eceived a cer t if icat e and gold medal! Those who f inished also had t he
oppor t unit y t o win a £ 5.00 book t oken in a spot t he t able t ennis ball compet it ion. This was won by Amelia
Halliday.

Har t ley was t he most successf ul libr ar y in t he whole of Kent , so a ver y big Well done t o all!  
The issue of DVDs has increased by 218.95% over last year [April to March], probably due to the increase

in our stock and the new titles which are now arriving on a monthly basis.  Premier titles due during November 
I ndiana J ones and The Kingdom of t he Cr yst al Skull, Kung Fu Panda, Mamma Mia, Chr onicle of Nar nia 

Pr ince Caspian, and Mummy  The Tomb of t he Dr agon Emper or .  As always best deals ar e ever y Tuesday 3
DVDs f or t he pr ice of 2!

At pr esent we have a display of J udo it ems loaned t o us by Henr y and J amie Cr oss, in t he WI cabinet .
Pr ior t o t his Luke Wat kins displayed only a small par t of his impr essive collect ion of Dinosaur s.
There is quite a long waiting list, but if your child would like their collection displayed please give us their

name and we will make a not e and let you know when t o br ing in t heir it ems.
Our new r oof has now been complet ed and we would like t o t hank you all f or your pat ience while t he wor k

has been ongoing. Please r emember t hat t he libr ar y par king space is r est r ict ed in size t her ef or e we polit ely
r equest t hat you always t r y t o par k consider at ely.  

Libr ar y business has been cont inuing as nor mal wit h Cof f ee & Chat ever y Tuesday
morning, Library Reading Group the first Thursday of each month and Baby Bounce & Rhyme
Time [Father Christmas has noted his diary to call in to see the babies and toddlers at the
18 December session].  Volunt eer Dr op I n on 3rd Tuesday of ever y mont h, [but not in
December ] and Police Sur ger ies [dat es as per t heir not ice in t he libr ar y].

We hope t hat you all have a good Chr ist mas and t r ust t hat 2009 br ings you all t hat
you wish f or ! As always it is a pleasur e t o see you at any t ime.

Linda & Robert

PLANNING
The Par ish Council is consult ed by Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council on all planning applicat ions f or development wit hin
t he par ish, as well as maj or applicat ions out side t he ar ea which ar e likely t o have an impact wit hin t he Par ish.
The Planning Commit t ee usually meet s ever y ot her week,  on a Wednesday mor ning, commencing at 10.00a.m. at
Har t ley Libr ar y, Ash Road. Not ice of t he meet ings ar e displayed on t he Par ish Council s websit e and on t he Par ish
not ice boar ds which ar e locat ed out side t he libr ar y, out side All Saint s Chur ch and on Hoselands Gr een.
Residents are welcome to attend the meetings and will be given an opportunity to express their views before the
Committee reaches its decision. If an application affects a resident they can write to Sevenoaks District Council
wit h t heir views. I t is helpf ul if a copy of t he let t er is also sent t o t he Par ish Of f ice.

Planning applications are available for inspection at the Parish Council Office during the hours of 9.00a.m.
t o 5.00p.m. Monday t o Fr iday.

HARTLEY WOOD
Har t ley Par ish Council would like t o t hank all r esident s who suppor t ed t he applicat ion t o
r egist er land at Har t ley Wood as a Village Gr een and who gave up t heir t ime t o at t end t he
non st at ut or y public inquir y at t he beginning of Oct ober .  The Par ish Council is par t icular ly
gr at ef ul t o Chr is Alf or d, Gor don Angell, Tony Aust in, Wendy Br ooks, I an Gibbons, Alan
Golledge, Pet er Mansf ield, I an Mansf ield, Michael McCr eady, Gill Pear son and Gr ant Wr en
who pr esent ed evidence at t he inquir y.  

The applicat ion t o r egist er land at Har t ley Wood as a Village Gr een was submit t ed t o t he Regist r at ion
Aut hor it y in 2005.  The landowner , Sout hwar k Council, obj ect ed t o t he applicat ion and t he mat t er was
r ef er r ed t o a non-st at ut or y public inquir y f or det er minat ion.  

The appointed Inspector, Lana Wood, heard evidence presented by both parties over a period of four days.
She has indicat ed t hat t he decision will be available ear ly in t he New Year .  

The Par ish Council was disappoint ed wit h t he posit ion of t wo r esident s, Dr Rober t s and Mr Glover , who
wer e called by t he obj ect or , Sout hwar k Council, t o give evidence at t he inquir y.  The Council was sur pr ised
wit h t he st ance t aken by t hose t wo  r esident s, as t he r egist r at ion of t he land as a Village Gr een will be f or
the benefit of residents and, if successful, will preserve public access in that part of Hartley Wood for ever.  



TREE- CYCLE WI TH THE COUNCI L
THIS CHRISTMAS

Wor r ied t hat you will not be able t o dispose of your r eal
Chr ist mas t r ee af t er t his year s f est ivit ies have ended?
Please wor r y no mor e! Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council will
collect your t r ee f or f r ee t hr oughout J anuar y and it will
be shr edded int o envir onment ally f r iendly compost .

Leave your tree at your property boundary after
Chr ist mas, and it will be collect ed dur ing your usual
fortnightly garden waste collection round, until the end of
J anuar y. Tr ees should be placed wher e you nor mally put
your r ef use and r ecycling sacks, t he night bef or e your
scheduled collect ion day. Gar den wast e collect ion dat es
f or J anuar y 2009, ar e dur ing t he week commencing 5t h

J anuar y and week commencing 19t h J anuar y.
Only t r ees wit h an 89mm (3.5 ) in diamet er or
smaller t r unk, will be collect ed.

I f your t r ee s t r unk is mor e t han 89 mm
(3.5 ) in diamet er , it can be t aken t o your
near est KCC household wast e r ecycling sit e.

CHRI STMAS AND NEW YEAR
REFUSE COLLECTI ON TI MES 

Resident s will be pleased t o not e
t hat t her e will be no changes t o
r ef use collect ion t imes over t he
Chr ist mas and New Year per iod.
The fortnightly garden waste
collection service will also be
unaffected. 

Please ensur e t hat your black and clear
sacks and green waste are put out by 7a.m on
your day of collection.

The next deliver y of black and r ecycling
sacks t o Har t ley r esident s will be dur ing t he
week commencing Monday 26th January
2009. 

Most of us produce more rubbish over the
Chr ist mas per iod so if you need mor e black,
r ecycling or gar den wast e sacks, you can buy
t hem f r om t he Par ish Of f ice.

SWANLEY & DI STRI CT VOLUNTEER CENTRE
Have you ever t hought about volunt eer ing in your communit y? I t doesn t mean giving up days of your t ime, j ust
an hour or t wo each week would make a lot of dif f er ence.

Requests are received from social services and families asking for help. Somewhere, not too far from you,
a lonely, isolat ed, elder ly per son could be hoping t hat someone could pop r ound f or a chat .

Requests are also received from the elderly, asking for help in getting them to their medical appointments.
Tr ying t o get t o hospit al f r om Har t ley is a t ask in it self ! 

The cent r e is in need of local volunt eer s t hat can help t hem, help t hese people. Volunt eer ing can be so
r ewar ding. I f you have some spar e t ime why not give t hem a r ing on 01322 669292 or 0845 2412180. They
would love t o hear f r om you.

REPORT FROM YOUR NEI GHBOURHOOD POLI CI NG TEAM
The r ecent Saf e Plat e and Pr oper t y Mar king event held on Sat ur day 11t h Oct ober f or New Ash Gr een, Ash and Har t ley
residents was a great success. Your Neighbourhood PC, PCSO, Crime Reduction Officer and Neighbourhood Watch Liaison
Officer were all on hand to answer any questions on the day. Residents had the chance to have their number plates fitted
wit h t amper -pr oof scr ews t o combat t he nat ional pr oblem of number plat e t hef t . Addit ionally, local people had t he
oppor t unit y t o have it ems of pr oper t y mar ked. All of t hese ser vices wer e pr ovided f r ee of char ge.

Fur t her dat es will be announced soon and will be adver t ised via local Neighbour hood Wat ch schemes and t he
r espect ive par ish councils. I n t he meant ime, it is possible t o have your bicycle or high value pr oper t y it ems mar ked at
your house at a time convenient to you. Please contact your PCSO, Neighbourhood Police Officer or Neighbourhood Watch
Liaison Of f icer f or mor e det ails or t o ar r ange a visit .

The night s have begun t o dr aw in and an empt y house on a wint er af t er noon or evening can be vulner able. Consider
invest ing in 24 hour t imer s f or your home, which can be connect ed t o light s or even a r adio. Having a light on in a house,
can be a det er r ent t o a would-be bur glar and can be especially usef ul f or commut er s who come home lat er in t he day.

We also t end t o see a r ise in t he number of bur glar ies at t his t ime of year so don t get caught out . Make sur e t hat
your windows and door s ar e locked bef or e leaving your house or going t o bed. St or e your pr esent s in a saf e and secur e
place, not on clear view t hr ough a window, or wr apped under t he t r ee. Don t t hr ow boxes or packaging t hat cont ained
pr esent s such as elect r onic gadget s, out wit h t he r ubbish as t his could aler t t hieves t o t he f act t hat t her e is new and
expensive equipment in the house. Ensure your outbuildings are also kept locked and secured and possibly consider making
enhancing your home secur it y one of your new year s r esolut ions. For f ur t her help and advice on t hese issues, use one of
the contacts below:

PCSO Lisanne Fr y - 07772226041 
PCSO Char lie Maycock - 07989992172 and
PC Pauline Pat ching - 07807340040
Har t ley s Communit y War den, Adam Osbor n can also be cont act ed t o discuss any issues t hat you may have,  or if you

j ust need somebody t o t alk t o. Please f eel f r ee t o cont act him on 07813713085.


