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Frequently Asked Questions: 

How is the Parish Council involved in planning? 

Par ish Councils ar e consult ed by t he Local Planning Aut hor it y 
(LPA), in this case Sevenoaks District Council. 

Planning applicat ions f or development wit hin t he par ish, as well 
as maj or applicat ions which ar e likely t o have an impact on t he 
parish, are submitted to the Parish Council for its views.  

Under legislat ion t he Par ish Council is ent it led t o submit it s 
views on an applicat ion, alt hough t he LPA does not have t o 
endorse these views. 

The Parish has to submit its comments within a short timescale 
and t her ef or e t he Par ish Council s Planning Commit t ee usually 
meet s f or t night ly, on a Wednesday mor ning, at 10.00a.m. at 
Har t ley Libr ar y, Ash Road. The meet ings ar e pr eceded by sit e 
visits as deemed necessary by the Chairman.  

Can residents attend the meetings? 

Member s of t he public ar e welcome t o at t end t he meet ings. 
Not ice of meet ings ar e displayed on t he par ish not ice boar ds 
locat ed out side Har t ley Libr ar y, All Saint s Chur ch and on 
Hoselands Gr een. Meet ings ar e also adver t ised on t he Par ish 
Council s websit e.                  

Can I address the Committee? 

Bef or e t he Commit t ee consider s t he planning applicat ions, t he 
Chair man will ask whet her any member s of t he public pr esent 
at t he meet ing wish t o speak f or or against any of t he 
applicat ions. Any member of t he public indicat ing t hat t hey 
would like t o speak, will be given an oppor t unit y at t he 
appr opr iat e t ime and per mit t ed t o speak f or a maximum of 3 
minutes.  
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What can I do if I am affected by an application? 

Any per son wishing t o make r epr esent at ions about an 
applicat ion, should do so in wr it ing. Repr esent at ions should be 
sent t o t he Head of Development Ser vices, P.O. Box 183, 
Ar gyle Road, Sevenoaks, Kent , TN13 1GN, quot ing t he 
Ref er ence Code of t he applicat ion. I t is also possible t o email 
your comments to SDC at:  
planning.comments@sevenoaks.gov.uk. 

I t is  helpf ul if a copy of t he let t er is also sent t o t he Par ish 
Council by post or by email. 

Where can planning applications be viewed? 

Planning applicat ions ar e available f or inspect ion dur ing nor mal 
of f ice hour s at t he Sevenoaks Dist r ict Council Of f ices, Ar gyle 
Road, Sevenoaks. Alt er nat ively, applicat ions may be viewed at 
t he Swanley Cont act & I nf or mat ion Cent r e, Swanley Libr ar y, 
London Road, Swanley dur ing t he hour s of 9.30a.m. t o 5.30p.m 
Monday t o Thur sday, 9.30a.m. t o 6p.m. Fr idays and 9a.m. t o 
4p.m. Sat ur days, or at t he Par ish Council Of f ice, Har t ley 
Libr ar y, Ash Road dur ing t he hour s of 9.00a.m. t o 5.00p.m. 
Monday to Friday. 

Hartley is an at t r act ive ar ea f or developer s and t he Par ish 
Council r emains vigilant t o t r y t o pr eser ve t he village envelope 
and t he sur r ounding Gr een Belt . The Par ish Council will 
sympat het ically consider suppor t ing r esident s who may be 
adver sely af f ect ed by development s on adj acent land and will 
oppose over development of sites and back land development.     


