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HARTLEY WOOD UNDER THREAT    April 2008 

The Par ish Council needs your help t o ensur e t hat all of Har t ley Wood can cont inue t o be enj oyed 
by the present and future generations of residents for walking and other activities.  

Because of t he impor t ance of t he Wood t o t he communit y t he Par ish Council has t aken st eps t o 
t r y t o pr ot ect it , but it now needs your suppor t .   A Public Meet ing has been ar r anged f or 
Wednesday 7th May 2008 at 7.30 pm at All Saint s Church Cent re, Ash Road and t he Council 
hopes that residents will take this opportunity to come and show their support. 

Background

 

Appr oximat ely half of Har t ley Wood and t he adj oining land in Har t ley Bot t om is owned by t he 
London Borough of Southwark. The land adjoining the Wood was used until the 1960's as a landfill 
site. 

The Wood has been ext ensively used by gener at ions of r esident s f or walking, and by childr en 
playing, but in t he past Sout hwar k has at t empt ed t o sell t he woodland, much t o t he concer n of 
local r esident s and t he Council.  Wit h local suppor t t he Woodland Tr ust t r ied t o buy t he woods 
but those negotiations fell through. 

Village Green Application

 

The Par ish Council cont inued t o 
be concerned t hat t he Wood 
might be sold and r esident s 
denied access. I t t her ef or e 
made an applicat ion t o t he Kent 
County Council (KCC), in 2005 to 
have t he sect ion of t he Wood 
owned by Sout hwar k designat ed 
as a Village Green.   
A Village Gr een is land which is 
subj ect t o t he r ight of local 
people t o enj oy r ecr eat ional 
activities on it. There is no legal 
r equir ement t hat it should 
consist mainly of gr ass, be 

sit uat ed in or in r easonable pr oximit y t o a t own or village, or be suit able f or use by local 
inhabitants for traditional recreational activities.  
Village Gr een st at us would leave t he Wood in t he owner ship of Sout hwar k but would pr ot ect 
public access in per pet uit y. I n suppor t of t he applicat ion it was necessar y t o show t hat local 
r esident s had enj oyed "lawf ul spor t s and past imes" cont inuously f or a per iod of 20 year s f r om 
1985.   A number of local r esident s signed af f idavit s conf ir ming t hat t hey had used and 
continue to use in some cases, the Woods for that period.  

Application Site

 

Gorsewood Road

 

http://www.hartleyparishcouncil.org.uk


  
                                                                                                                  

   
Recent Developments

 
The KCC Panel met on 29t h November 2007 t o make a decision on t he Par ish Council s application. 
At t he Hear ing, Counsel on behalf of Sout hwark, requested further t ime t o pr esent t heir case. 
They wer e given a t wo mont h ext ension, and t he KCC Panel r econvened on 21st Febr uar y 2008. 
Af t er hear ing f r om bot h sides again, t he Panel decided t hat t o be sur e any decision t hey made 
was legally saf e

 
t he mat t er should be hear d by an I ndependent Inspector at a Non-Statutory 

Public Inquiry. 

Whilst t he Council believes it has a st r ong case t o pr esent at t he Public I nquir y, it wishes t o 
st r engt hen it s posit ion by gat her ing f ur t her evidence f r om t he resident s of Har t ley and f r om 
other members of the public who have used the woods as of r ight since 1985.  

I f you have used t he Woods f or all or par t of t hose 20 year s bet ween 1985 and 2005 and ar e 
prepared to sign an evidence form, please telephone the Parish Office and one will be sent t o you. 
Alt er nat ively call in at t he Par ish Of f ice, Har t ley Libr ar y (next t o t he Car Sales Gar age, Ash 
Road) or complete the form below and put it in the box at Hartley Library, Budgens Store, Cherry 
Trees or Hartley Post Office. 

Any phot ogr aphic evidence or ar t icles t hat you may know about which evidences use of t he land, 
could be usef ul and it would be helpf ul if you could br ing t hese t o t he Par ish Of f ice or t elephone 
and they can be collected from you (originals will be returned). 

What can you do to help?

 

1. At t end t he Public Meet ing on Wednesday 7t h May 2008 at 7.30p.m. at All Saint s Chur ch 
Centre, Ash Road. 

2. Complete and return the reply slip below. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

a) I / We st rongly support / do not support * Hart ley Parish Council s applicat ion f or Village 
Green status on the section of Hartley Wood, owned by Southwark Borough Council.  

b) I / We would / would not*  be prepared to complete an evidence form. 

* Delete as appropriate  

Name: .  

Address: 

  

Telephone no: .  

Email Address: 
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